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01  OVERVIEW
Thank you for using VATRA. This manual covers what VATRA does and walks through every
control so you can get the most out of it.

VATRA is a five-knob tone, density, loudness, and transient processor for mixing and
mastering. It makes audio sound louder, fuller, and more impactful, without traditional
compression or limiting. Instead of clamping your dynamics (the usual source of pumping
and breathing artifacts), it reshapes the signal and adds harmonic content. Our ears read
that as more loudness, warmth, and presence, with an analog-style character while the
original dynamics stay largely intact. VATRA works on individual tracks, busses, and full mixes.
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02  INSTALLATION
Windows

1   Unpack the downloaded ZIP archive.

2   Copy VATRA.vst3 into C:\Program Files\Common Files\VST3.

3   If Windows asks for administrator permission, allow it.

4   Restart your DAW, or trigger a rescan of your VST3 plugins.

macOS

1   Run the downloaded .pkg installer (AU or VST3).

2   Step through the on-screen instructions.

3   Restart your DAW, or rescan your plugin list.

03  QUICK START
1   Insert VATRA on a track, bus, or your master.

2   Bring up IGNITE to its sweet spot (around 11 o'clock ) or push it for more loudness.

3   Shape from there: WEIGHT for lows, AIR for highs, HEAT for color, PUNCH for attack.

4   Use IN / OUT for gain staging and to level-match against bypass.

04  HOW IT WORKS
Most loudness tools rely on compression and limiting, which shrink dynamic range and can
leave a mix pumping or flat.

I chose a different approach for VATRA. It reshapes the waveform and generates new
harmonics, which our ears perceive as louder, warmer, and more present. It never squashes
the peaks. Instead it brings out the detail and adds loudness while your transients and groove
survive.

Inside, everything runs down a carefully calibrated signal path:

IN OUTWEIGHT IGNITE HEAT AIR PUNCH
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05  THE CONTROLS
I calibrated the five controls so VATRA can handle single sounds, busses, and complex mixes
equally well. On mixes I recommend subtle settings: a little bit of everything usually gives the
best results. On individual sounds, feel free to push higher.

IGNITE   L O U D N E S S

IGNITE is VATRA's dual-stage density engine. It thickens the sound between the peaks and
brings low-level detail to the surface, so the source feels louder, larger, and more present,
without the pumping you would get from a compressor or limiter.

Sweet spot   around 11 o'clock. The range extends well past that, so you can push harder when the
source calls for it.

HEAT   S A T U R A T I O N

HEAT is a detailed tape emulation. In its lower range it adds saturation and glue, rounding the
signal into a warmer, more analog feel. Pushed harder, it brings in grit, all the way to open
tape-style distortion when that is the goal.

Sweet spot   depends largely on the signal: 1 o'clock is generally good for warmth and roundness,
and past 2 o'clock for audible saturation and tape-style distortion.

WEIGHT   L O W   E N D

WEIGHT thickens and tightens the bottom end. Rather than pushing the lows up like a plain EQ
boost, it saturates them to add body, fullness, and focus while the low end stays tight instead
of going muddy or boomy.

Sweet spot   10 o'clock on full mixes and other complex material. On individual tracks, push further
to bring out a single instrument's low end.

AIR   H I G H   E N D

AIR brings out detail and sparkle up top. It saturates and excites the upper frequencies for a
clearer, more open high end, with none of the harsh, piercing edge a plain high-shelf boost
can introduce.

Sweet spot   10 o'clock on full mixes and complex material. Push harder on individual tracks to
open up the detail in a solo part.
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PUNCH   T R A N S I E N T S

A transient shaper that adds impact and snap. PUNCH detects the transients in your signal
and emphasizes them, sharpening the attack without thinning the body. It is at its best on
individual percussive and rhythmic tracks.

Sweet spot   9 o'clock for most complex material. Go further on individual sounds with a single
transient, like a kick or a snare.

IN / OUT   L E V E L S

IN sets the input gain. OUT sets the output level.

06  PRESETS
VATRA ships with 10 presets to help you get started. I highly recommend playing with the
controls, though. VATRA is built to be tweaked by hand with these five knobs, and for the best
results on any signal it is best to go by ear, setting each control until you like what you hear.
The presets are there to show what is possible and give you a starting point.

07  RECOMMENDED STARTING POINTS

C O N T R O L S T A R T   A T N O T E S

IGNITE 11 o'clock Push for more loudness and detail

HEAT 1 o'clock Higher drives into open distortion

WEIGHT 10 o'clock More on individual tracks

AIR 10 o'clock More on individual tracks

PUNCH 9 o'clock Higher on kick / snare / bass


